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As voted by the stu-

dents, Homecoming 

2011õs theme was 

òFright Knight.ó 

Homecoming week 

was kicked-off on 

Sunday as students 

of all grades gath-

ered, throughout the 

day, to decorate their 

floors. The halls, 
judged by the grade-

schoolers, would 

compete for the best 

decorations. 

 

The first day of home-

coming week began with students dressing identically 

for òMultiplicity Day.ó Tuesdayõs theme was: òWould 

you be my friend if I wore this?ó; laughter filled the 

hallways with students wearing a variety of clothing  

 

from suspenders to 

tutus. Wednesday 

unified students, 

who wore their class  

colors; Freshmen: 

brown, Sophomores: 

green, Juniors: blue, 

and Seniors: black. 

 

At two P.M. students 

gathered together in 

the gym as the ener-

getic games assem-
bly emceed by Krys-

tian Seebert, An-

thony Ivarone, and 

Dan Ribando. This 

year, the assembly 

featured a unique 

rap performed by the talented Frankie Carerra. Show-

ing both brains and beauty, members of Senior court 

were interviewed with intellectual questions at the 

assembly. Very entertained, the students were revved 

Allie Kukla reaches into the pumpkin and withdraws the tiara, indicating she 

is the new 2011 homecoming queen. 

75 Year Celebration  

On October 7th, from 5:00 to 11:00 P.M., out on 

the front lawn of the High School, ICHS cele-

brated its own òHomecomingó with a celebratory 

75 th Reunion. This gala jubilee, held under three 

lit, white, pointed tents, welcomed all visiting 

alumni with pizza, beverages, and reminis-

cences. Adding to the fraternal feeling were the 

upbeat sounds of music from the Elmhurst Jazz 

Band with such oldies as òHeard It through the 

Grapevineó and òIn Heaven.ó A shuttle, driven by 

ICõs Mr. Butterly, provided service to and from 

Lewis Field for the game. 

 

Some notable alumnae who also helped with   
the serving were Sis Greco and Kelly Muisenga. 

Greco is on the ICHS School Board, and 

Muisenga now teaches English at Downers Grove South. Another 

alumnus, there with his young son, was Paul òFetchó Fetcher. After 

talking for a while, he proudly said he grew up with ICõs Assistant Prin-

cipal, Mr. Jack Doyle, confirming the òsmall worldó truism. Rounding 

out the guest list were the Koch sisters: Jackie, Jen, and Jill, all of 

whom were on Homecoming Courts when they attended IC.  

 

However, the òalumnus of honoró had to be former Knight Football 

captain, Rich Zakowski, a 1962 graduate. He happily commented on 

the nightõs festivities and spoke of the many, many òwonderful memo-

ries I have of those days at IC.ó Zakowski proudly spoke of knowing 

Mike Shields (IC has an award in Shieldsõ honor) and former basket-

ball coach Kevin Strasser.  Zakowski, who looks quite youthful, talked 

about his Homecoming forty-nine years ago and the football teams he 

played on. òWe didnõt do so well in 1962, but in 1961, we won the 

championship!ó he glowingly spoke. òWe really were something back 

then!ó Indeed so.  

 

Truly, all who came to this fete relived old times, caught up on old 

times, and remembered the magical IC times, confirming what IC so 

strongly believes: òOnce a Knight, Always a Knight.ó Let the jubilee 

celebrations continue! 

Rich Zakowski talks 

about  his wonderful 

memories of his student 

day s at IC 

Up for the pep rally on Thursday and the football game 

on Friday. Thursday was theme day where all the stu-

dents were asked to dress according to our general 

theme òFright Knight.ó At 7 P.M. Thursday, the pep 

rally featured a gym full of alumni as well as students. 

At the pep rally, the homecoming queen and court 

were announced. Junior court included Taysia Henan-

dez, KC Morris, Rebecca Jambrone, Marissa Mesnard, 

Isabelle Munoz, and Sabrina Santiago. Senior Court 

members are Jen Clementi, Gabby Davis, Kaleigh 

Dempsey, Maggie Dunne, Chole Koche, Allie Kukla, 

and Nina Pokorny.  Featured this year at the pep rally 

was the premier of a video featuring the members of 

senior court interviewed by their escorts. Finally, after 
finding a tiara in a pumpkin, Allie Kukla was an-

nounced ICõs 2011 Homecoming Queen. 

 

Friday brought the final 

day of homecoming 

week. Students sported 

their navy blue Knights of 

the Round Table t-shirts 

as well as enthusiasm for 

both JV and Varsity to win 

conference at the game 

that night. 

 

Concluding the week was 

the danced held on Sat-

urday at 7 P.M. which 

culminated with the 

crowning of the queen. 

Last years homecoming 

queen, Katie Steifold, re-

turned to crown Allie 

Kukla.  

 

The dance  highlighted a new D.J. that played songs 

that the students requested via his website.  Students 

enjoyed themselves  and the entire week of celebra-

tion 

Would anybody still be friends 

with Sam Jambrone and 

Stephanie Stahl after they wore 

these outfits? 



By: Allison Rutt 

 

Homecoming 2011 brought back the return of the Im-

maculate Conception òPowerpuff Game.ó  This  year it fea-

tured a competitive showdown of Juniors versus Seniors.  

With Juniors in orange and Seniors in black, the game pro-

vided an intense competition between upperclassmen. 

The game featured student emcees of Krystian Seebert, 

Anthony Ivarone, and Dan  Ribando following every step of 

the game. Also, a very entertaining half-time show featur-

ing the Varsity Volleyball players was performed.   

 

The Juniors started off rough in their new football territory, 

but they were able to catch up with two touchdowns late in 

the game after the Seniors 14-0 lead. With a nail-biting tie, 

the Seniors stepped into gear with their coaches, Charlie 

Pulkownik and Nick Mrugacz by their side. Finally, despite 

Juniorõs attempts, the Seniors pulled out a close win with 

20-19 in sudden 

death overtime. 

Seniors won the game with touchdowns by 

Stephanie Stahl, Megan Sutton, and  Gabby 

Davis.   

By: Taysia Hernandez 

 

Homecoming. Some things that usually come to mind when 

this word is brought up are football, pep-rallies, dances, 

dates, dressing-up, friends and plenty of memories. There 

are a numerous amount preparations that go into putting 

together and planning this event. At Immaculate Conception, 

homecoming is at the beginning of October, usually the 

weekend before Columbus Day. Throughout the frenzy of it 

all, not many people stop to think about where and when 
this all began. Here are a few things you didnõt know about 

homecoming. 

 

 The tradition of homecoming, or òcoming homeó, started 

around 1910. Its original creator is unknown, but it is as-

sumed to be one of the following colleges; Baylor, Illinois, or 

Missouri. The purpose of this celebration was to unite the 

current students and the alumni. It was a chance for the 

graduates to return to their school and help spread pride. In 

1911, the University of Missouriõs athletic director invited 

some alumni to their annual rivalry match up against the 

University of Kansas. This simple invitation led to extrava-

gant festivities. Word of this event spread like wildfire and by 

the 1920õs, homecoming had become an American tradi-

tion. 

 

Homecoming is intended to be enjoyed by students, staff, 

and alumni, with support from the community and local busi-

nesses. It is a celebration of school pride and tradition. Es-

sential parts of homecoming are parades, pep-rallies, a fun 

week of school, a formal dance, and of course, the football 

game. In addition, a couple is honored with the titles of 

Homecoming King and Homecoming Queen. The candidates 

nominated to be on homecoming court are usually upper-

class individuals who are actively involved in their school 

and are chosen to represent their class. The winners are an-

nounced most commonly at the football game or at a pep-

rally. 

 
Homecoming can be nerve-wracking and exciting, but stu-

dents have to realize the real purpose of it all; it is to form a 

strong sense of unity among your high school. One should 

enjoy it and make memories that will last them a lifetime. 

Get involved and be a part of your schoolõs Homecoming his-

tory. 

Powerpuff 

History of Homecoming 
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By: Genarra Bell 

 

The origins of homecoming are really unknown just as the start 

of ICõs Homecoming is unknown. No one may know the start of 

Homecoming but everyone knows it is a good time. When he 

was a student here, Mr. Holleman remembers being nervous 

and having a lot of fun at his first Homecoming in 1991. 

 

Similarly, Ms. Levar remembered Homecoming:  òHomecoming 

is more for the students,ó she stated, òWhen I started here I 
was a young teacher who supervised float building at the Mac 

Alister home on Cottage Hill with Mr. Schram. There was a pa-

rade, and Saturday was the football game. We never had night 

games.ó 

 

Clearly,  ICHSõs tradition for Homecoming has come a long 

way, from float building to hall decorating. From the music to 

the outfits, the era has changed but the concept is still the 

same. òHomecoming is a part of your high school career, youõll 

remember it more than one of your classes,ó Mr.  Holleman 

remarked. During his student days, the weekend was a major 

part of Homecoming. Nowadays it is the whole week filled with 

Homecoming activities. 

  

Also, this year is the seventy fifth anniversary of ICHSõs exis-

tence and it is exciting. òCelebrating reminds people of tradi-

tion with in the high school community and all we serve, itõs a 

way of inviting everyone to join and celebrate with us. There 

will be an alumni reunion on Homecoming weekend,ó Ms. Le-

var happily and proudly acknowledged.  Homecoming has 

been around for many years and each year itõs unique and dif-

ferent due to themes, decorations and student participation. 

Some of the best memories can be created at homecoming. 

Homecoming may have an unknown start, but its ending is 

always spectacular and memorable. 

Homecoming At IC 

Kellyanne Remy and Molly 

McCann celebrate the Senior 

victory 

Gabby Davis with a vital catch 



Editorial 

Letõs Support the Knights of the Round Table 

By: Krystian Seebert 

 

After a long hiatus, the òKnights of the 

Round Tableó is finally back. The or-

ganization, whose aim is to increase 

school spirit and attendance at school 

games, experienced rapid growth in 

the infancy of its current incarnation. 

The initiative was started by IC seniors 

Maggie Dunne, Nina Pokorny, Katelyn 

Connena, Velia Del Fiacco, and Chloe 

Koch. When asked about their mo-

tives of reawakening the club, Chloe 

Koch replied, òWe really wanted to 
bring back the tradition of IC and unify 

our school.ó 

 

After resolving to resurrect the 

òKnights of the Round Tableó or KoRT for short, the students 

asked Ms. McEvoy to lead the  

organization. Currently, Ms. McEvoy is moderation the organi 

 

zation, with assistance from her fellow 

P.E.  teacher, Coach  

 

Joslyn. When asked about the organiza-

tionõs goals, Ms. McEvoy said,ó[Coach 

Joslyn and I] feel the need to increase 

school spirité we need student atten-

dance to increase.ó 

 

The organization has gone to work right 

away. In fact, they have already sold out 

their bundles of T-Shirts. The Knight 

Times cogently endorses the rejuvena-
tion of school pride and spirit, especially 

since its inception was grassroots- from 

the students themselves. The spirits, re-

flected in the studentsõ and facultyõs wear-

ing of its aesthetically classy T-Shirt (with its powerful quasi-

Superman Logo) stands magnanimously alive and bold. Good 

luck to all of our KoRT members, and Go Knights! 
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By: Robert Krajecki 

 

1936. 75 years ago. 900 months ago. 

3,914 weeks ago. 27,400 days ago. 

Thanks to the vision and planning of 

Msgr. Plunkett, ICHS opened its doors. 

Letõs take a look back in history to see 

some of what has happened since then. 

In 1936, I.C. high school began on the 

top floor of what is now the I.C. grade 

school. During this time, the U.S. was 

just beginning to recover from The Great 

 

Depression. To give you an idea of the 
cost of living, the average new car cost 

$565, and the average house $3,925. 

Radio had reached its peak in the late 

30õs, and about 80% of the population 

had their own set. The idea of TV was 

introduced at the 1939 worldõs fair in 

New York. 

 

In that same year, WWII began when 

Hitler invaded Poland. The 40õs were 

mainly known for the war, music, and 

film. For the music industry, Frank Sina-

tra was making it big. In the film indus-

try, Cary Grant had changed the way we 

looked at the òmovie star.ó Then in 

1945, the Allies won the war with total 

victory over Germany and Japan, and the 

Cold War began. 

 

In sports, the NBA was formed in 1949 

to make it one of the first organized 

sports. The 50õs brought about Sci-Fi 

aliens, and flying saucers seemed to be 

everywhere. Also, music took a turn with 

the onset of Rock nõ Roll. Elvis Presley, 

Buddy Holly, Chuck Berry, and Ritchie 

Valens are just a few of the artists who 

played this new style of music. 

 
The 60õs were a time of change. The 

Civil Rights movement began, and Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. led the movement. 

Broadway productions exploded and 

theatre drama became huge. The space-

race started during this time, and, in 

1969, the U.S. put the first man on the 

moon. It was the òdawning of the Age of 

Aquarius.ó 

The 70õs brought about a time where 

mood rings, lava lamps, and peace was 

all around. However, even though this 

was a laid back decade, the Vietnam 

War was at its peak. The war ended in 

1973, but only after about 58,000 U.S. 

troops had lost their lives. 

 

The 80õs were a time of technological 

movement. The personal computer be-
gan to show up in households, and cable 

television was introduced to the con-

sumer. MTV was born and changed the 

way music was presented. 

The 90õs wasthe decade, because the 

class of 2012 was born during this time. 

The term World Wide Web (www) was 

coined and changed the way we gath-

ered information.  Email was also intro-

duced and changed how people commu-

nicated. 

 

Lastly: the 2000s. Here the true music 

decade hit with the introduction of MP3s 

and iPods. Personal music could now be 

brought everywhere. On a bleaker note, 

in 2001, the U.S. suffered its worst ter-

rorist attacks in history. These attacks 

on the World Trade Center caused the 

U.S. to enter into another war, which is 

still being fought. In 2008, the economy 

plummeted and almost caused a second 

depression. 

Yet in spite of all this turmoil, and joy, in 

2011, Immaculate Conception High 

School, with its firm foundations in Mary 

and her Son, began its celebratory 75th 

year. We can only imagine what the next 

75 years will bring! 

75 Years Ago Today 75th Celebratory Mass 

The first ICHS 75th Celebratory Mass was held 

on October 9, 2011 at 11:30A.M. Ms. Levar 

greeted the parishioners and was joined by 

students, Mrs. DõAmore, and Mrs. Hansen. 

Mrs. Connors coordinated the liturgical minis-

ters, and Father Tom Paul said this moving 

and meaningful Mass. 

 

Father Tom Paulõs sermon reflected Jesus the 

Kingõs gospel message of the Great Feast that 

awaits us in heaven. Complementarily, IC, too, 

was celebrating the great feast of its magnifi-

cent 75 year history. 

 
Actively participating in the mass were dedi-

cated IC students, the entire Maloney family 

with Mrs. Maloney being a Eucharistic Minis-

ter, and Brother Dominic. All who participated 

in this special sacred celebration truly re-

flected the joy of this gala anniversary. 

Ms. Levar welcomes people to the 

mass. 

Freshman show their school spirit sporting their 

knights of the round table t-shirts. 



By: Debra Barnish 

 

òDouble, double, toil and trouble, fire burn and cauldron bubble.  

Double, double, toil and trouble, something wicked this way 

comes.ó ð and its name is The Secret Circle by New York Times 

bestselling author, L.J. Smith.  Paralleling the new television se-

ries on the CW, The Secret Circle is already on its way to becom-

ing another best seller just like Smithõs The Vampire Diaries se-
ries; donõt worry, there are absolutely no vampires in this page 

turner, only witches.  Corny, you say?  Nonsense.   

 

The magic all starts when Cassie, a quiet girl from California, is 

forced to move to dreary New Salem.  Once there, she discovers 

the truth about a mysterious group of teens and about herself.  

Theyõre all witches descended from the òrealó witches of the Sa-

lem Witch Trials.  These witches donõt use magical wands or 

make potions with ratsõ tails and newtsõ eyes, or any of that 

Macbethean archaic twaddle; instead, they are able to call upon 

the forces of nature (earth, wind, fire and water) to supply them 

with power.  Now that Cassie is a part of the circle, she must 

constantly battle the hard decision between evil and good, as 

well as dealing with ominous witches that may be far closer to 

her than she ever imagined.  Again, sounding kind of cheesy? 

Wait until you read it.    

 

This series consists of two books: Book one, The Initiation, and 

The Captive Part I, and Book Two, The Captive Part II, and The 

Power.  These intriguing books contain realistic characters, and 

the plot moves quickly. Before you know it, youõve finished the 

first book and are begging for the next one. It is difficult to put 

down, and the story constantly twists and turns in new direc-

tions. The author also slips in some romance, without smother-

ing the entire plot with it.  It is a refreshing vicissitude compared 

to all the vampire and werewolf  books that have been circulat-

ing lately.  

 

The book also gives fairly accurate information about the Salem 
Witch Trials, explaining things from the real witchesõ points of 

view.  After reading the books you will possess the perfect in-

sight to this yearõs Fall play, The Crucible.  So donõt judge this 

book by its cover or its author; pick it up and give it a try.  Who 

òTurn the Pageó 
Restaurant Review 
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Books Once Banned  

So many books have been banned over the years. The week 

of September 25th was òbanned books week.ó Here are 

some booksñ taught at IC over the yearsð that have been 

òbannedó by others 

1. The Color of Water 

2. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

3. To Kill a Mockingbird 

4. Lord of the Flies 

5. Fallen Angles 

6. The Catcher in the Rye 

By: Velia DelFiacco 

 

Located on 130 West Vallette Street in Elmhurst, Mamma 

Maria's is the perfect choice when deciding on a pizza place 

for your next family dinner. Upon entering this restaurant, you 

are immediately greeted by friendly people. Then, after sitting 

at a round table, itõs time to check the menu in this family-

friendly atmosphere.  

 

Mamma 

Maria's menu 

goes beyond 

just their thin 

crust, stuffed, 
and Sicilian 

style pan piz-

zas. You are 

able to 

choose from 

six different 

pastas with 

an assortment of fifteen different sauces, ranging from Al-

fredo to Primavera. There is also provided a variety of pasta 

specialties, such as homemade tangy lasagna and melt-in-

your-mouth ravioli. Really hungry? Mamma Maria's also 

serves an array of outstanding dinner dishes that include 

Chicken Vesuvio, Eggplant Parmigiano- Reggiano, and Sicilian 

chicken.  

 

Far more than a pizza place, Mamma Mariaõs is especially 

well-known for the great loyalty of its customers. Whether 

you're being served at the restaurant, or you're choosing the 

option of pick-up or delivery, you are guaranteed customer 

satisfaction. Mamma Maria's also does catering for parties 

and events. So next time you're on the search to find Italian 

style dining for a party of twenty, or for a party of two, be sure 

to stop at Mamma Maria's Pizza.  



By: Luigi Loizzo 

 

On October 10th, 2011, ICõs Italian Club (Ciao Italia) gath-

ered downtown to walk in the Columbus Day Parade.  

The students sported newly designed T-shirts and sweat-

shirts as they paraded down Columbus Drive. The walk 

was surrounded with enthusiastic  

 

 

bystanders who cheered as floats and marchers proudly 
walked by. Many organizations throughout the Chicago 

land area congregated to participate in this event. ABC 

televised the parade. After the Walk was completed, stu-

dents returned to Casa Italia, located in Stone Park, for a 

delicious dinner and Italian music entertainment. 

The Columbus Day Parade 

By: Krystian Seebert 

 

Knights Theatre will proudly present its fall play, The 

Crucible, on November 17th ð 19 th. The Arthur Miller 

classic is about the Salem witch trials, and is based on 

a true story.  Among the cast is Isabelle Munoz as Abi-

gail Williams, Devin Collins as John Proctor, Colleen 

Maloney as Elizabeth Proctor, Ainsley McGrath as Rev-

erend John Hale, and Krystian Seebert as Reverend 

Parris. The performance shall be in MPH, and will be 
presented as theatre-in-the-round.  However, the direc-

tor, Mr. Mark Dedowicz is searching for another male 

actor to play a role in said play.  

 

For more information, contact the main office. For 

more information on the Salem Witch Trials, go to the 

library and ask Mr. Andrusyk for the September/

October issue of History Magazine, and look for òA 

Judge of Characteró by Eve LaPlante. 

The Crucible 

Features 

Art is Moving Up 

By: Allison Rutt 

 

The sophomore floor has been missing a teacher for about two months 

now, but donõt fret. Ms. Pasteur (or Ms. P) has been òrelocatedó to her 

new art studio under the media center. The new room is about double 

the old art roomõs size. However, it is currently lacking the charm of the 

old room with its grey walls. Ms. P is in the works of changing that with 

her many beloved Simpsons posters and repainting the old stools.  

While it may have taken a long wait, Ms. P is almost settled in. 

 

Along with her new space, Ms. P 

has started the new Art Club, 

meeting every third Wednesday 

of the month. The new Art Club 
is definitely different from any 

art class. At 3:00 P.M., students 

eagerly rush in filling up every 

seat. Surprisingly, coming after 

only  thirty minutes into the 

meeting, a crowd of eager stu-

dents amassed prepared to do 

art. However, students were all 

busy, diligently working on their 

new art projects.  In the Art Club 

students are given a quick art 

project which they are able to 

finish within two hours, while 

students currently taking art 

classes have the option of 

working on previously assigned 

projects. During the meeting, 

Ms. P influences the students 

as they work on their projects, provides insight to them while working, 

and slyly instills artistic confidence in each member in the atmosphere 

she has made. Even with students huddled together, people are sketch-

ing, doodling, and shading the two hours away. Simultaneously, they are 

talking, laughing, and creating art with excitement. Attend the next Art 

Club meeting to enjoy two hours of listening to the music, laughing, and 

creating the art with friends and classmates. 

Fall Play Announcement 

Experience the drama and intensity unfold in Immaculate Conception High School Knights Theatre Department ôs dramatization of the Sa-

lem witch trials that took place in the Province of Massachusetts Bay during 1692 and 1693. Winner of the 1953 Tony Award for best 

play, this historical drama written by famed playwright Arthur Miller (All My Sons, Death of a Salesman, A View from the Bridge), is based 

on the factual court proceedings.  The cast of twenty-one students portray the factual characters that were falsely accused by rumors of 

practicing witchcraft on the town and its citizens and therefore condemned to death by public hangings.  This play will have you on the 

edge of your seats.   Performances are Thursday November 17th, 7:00pm and Friday & Saturday November 18th, 19th 7:30pm in our inti-

mate Theater space. 

 

Location: I.C.H.S.  Little Theatre/MPH (Lower Level of Chapel/Gym)  

130 Arthur, Elmhurst, IL  (Corner of York Rd & Arthur) Parking Lot east side of York Rd. 
 

Reservations are recommended. 630-530-3460     

 

Tickets: $8.00 Adults, $7.00 seniors, $6.00 H.S.& GS Students 

 (Not recommended for small children)   

Anthony Barone drawing  in the òLoft in the 

Basement.ó 
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Italian Club (Ciao Italia) in Millenium Park 
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By: Anthony Barone 

 

After two months in this school, Brother Dominic Saganich has 

influenced his students to truly love God. He has done fine work 

not only as a teacher, but as a Carmelite brother as well. By help-

ing his students, he has inspired them to reach their religious 

goals and to learn more about the covenant God has bestowed 

upon each of us. 

 

Brother Dominic Saganich was born in May 2, 1960. He has an 
older brother, an older sister, and a younger sister. "Really," he 

quoted, "I lived a pretty normal life." As a child, he did not think of 

becoming a brother. Instead, he thought of becoming a sociologist, 

but through unexpected twists and turns, enormous time for 

prayer, God's love, and the Carmelites' help, he became a Carme-

lite brother, and that is where he stands today. Before Brother 

Dominic Saganich taught at Immaculate Conception, he previously 

taught at Joliet Catholic, Carmel Catholic, and Mundelein. Before 

he could become a brother, he had ten years of schooling and ob-

tained Master of Pastoral studies degree. He also completed thirty 

graduate hours and a BA degree in sociology. 

 

IC has been fun for him. He really likes Immaculate Conception 

because it is a small school. People know each other, and people  

get along like one school family. He appreciates the students be-

cause they are energetic in a positive way. He is excited about the 

retreats. His first retreat at IC (the freshman retreat) was impor-

tant for him because IC now goes outside the classroom and talks 

about the social connection of the freshman and God.   

 

When Brother Dominic Saganich has free time, he usually goes for 

long walks, and he usually enjoys turning on the TV to Sci-fi and 

finds a horror movie to watch. If nothing interesting on Sci-fi is on, 

then he just watches any random documentary on the Discovery 

channel and History channel. His favorite movie was The Help be-

cause Brother Dominic loves nothing more than people helping 

other people. When he teaches the sophomores and seniors, he 

will be usually seen with a smile on his face, reflecting a positive 

attitude. He is a generous teacher. Welcome Brother Dom.  

òPeople You Should Meetó 

Features 

Brother Dominic 

Mrs. Polzin 

By: Ahlyshiah Mahan 

 

Someone at Immaculate Conception you should meet is our 

assistant attendance officer, Ms. Ellen Polzin. Ms. Polzin works 

in the main office and, with her warm smile, helps students 

feel welcomed and important. òI love my job,ó she said. òItõs so 

rewarding to work with the students, the faculty, and the Ad-

ministration.ó  

 

Ms. Polzin was born on the Southside of Chicago and later 
lived in Wheaton for over thirty years. She went to Mt. Assisi 

Academy in Lemont, Illinois. When asked what she was like in 

high school she smiled and said, "A bookworm." 

 

Ms. Polzin knew she wanted to work in the educational system 

during the time when she 

was a stay-at-home-mom for 

about eighteen years. She 

said it had always been her 

passion and desire to work 

with high school students in 

the Catholic environment. So 

she returned to work, first at 

COD, then at St. Francis High 

School, and just three years 

ago, at Immaculate Concep-

tion. 

 

òThe day Mrs. Levar called 

me to offer me this position 

was one of the best days in my memory. IC is a blessing in my 

life, and coming to work everyday is a joy," she said. She also 

said that there are many advantages to working as an assis-

tant administrative officer. òEach day is exciting and different. 

So much happensñfrom working with Mrs. Madsen to helping 

students, and from assisting Ms. Levar to working on atten-

dance. ó  

 

When Ms. Polzin is not at school, she likes to exercise, walk 
her new puppy, Tess, and spend time with her family. Ms. Pol-

zin plays a huge part of creating our schoolõs welcoming envi-

ronment, and with her cheerful personality and her compas-

sionate concern that she shows everybody everyday IC, she 

truly is someone you should meet!         
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By: Karla Ortiz 

 

Immaculate Conception's First Open House for the 2011-2012 

school year is October 18th, from 7-9 p.m. This is a great way 

for prospective students to visit IC and witness all that we 

have to offer from athletics, extracurricular activities, and aca-

demics. From the football field to the classroom we are a 

united family cheering on the sidelines to helping each other 

out in a class, which makes IC a great environment to learn 

and grow as a person. At the open house, prospective stu-

dents and their families will get the opportunity to get a tour of 

the school and meet teachers and IC students. Eighth graders 

will also be able to see all the sports and clubs we offer at IC. 

After this open house, hopefully eighth graders will want to 
take the next step and shadow at IC and see what it feels to 

walk through the halls as a knight! 

Open House Announcement 

Have a poem you have written? Why not contribute it to the IC 

Knight Times? If your poem is good, it could be featured in the 

next issue of the newspaper. Email any of your creative poems to 

Mrs. Collier at  vcollier@ichsknights.org. 

Calling All Poets! 



 

By: Genarra Bell 

 

The start of a new school year is always hectic, and we need to 

keep God and others in our thoughts. On Wednesday, August 

24, 2011 the first school Mass was held in the chapel at 9:45 

A.M. òLighting the path to the futureó was overall message of 

that Father Tom emphasized, along with the themes of unity 

and service to each other and to the world. 

 

Father Tomõs sermon spoke of Msgr. Plunkett and his laying 
the foundation for ICHS. He connected that to Jesus being the 

foundation of our faith and daily lives. Father Tom said he was 

proud of our schoolõs saying: òWe are IC.ó  

 

With our mission statement in mind, Father Tom concluded his 

sermon with the themes of leadership and service with others. 

This first Mass was a solid yet moving way to start ICõs unified 

school year. 

By: Allison Rutt 

 

Starting September 19th , a new teen mass and follow-up 

discussion were introduced to the IC community. Recently, IC 

parish has held a youth mass at 5:15 P.M. on Sunday taking 

place in the church, as compared to school or regular 

masses held in the chapel; however, it is quiet different from 

a usual school or Saturday mass. This youth mass has a re-

freshingly new outlook on worship. 

 
For example, during school masses, IC may have a choir, but 

at the youth mass there is a completely different type of mis-

sal with new songs with new styles like jazz, blues, or rock. 

The music will bring anyone to singing and really getting into 

the music. Run by two parish members, IC encourages any-

one interested to helping them expand the surprisingly de-

lightful music group attend practice at 4:00 P.M. before 

mass. While standing next to the piano, a drumming beat 

started as the processional hymn.  

 

Father Tom gave a truly inspiration homily, as he asked all 

the high school students to stand up and recognize each of 

the different school we all come from. Father Tom also en-

couraged us to look beyond the school divisions like Timo-

thy, York, Bennett, or IC and see ourselves as a community, 

which led into the gathering after mass in Msgr. Plunkett 

Hall for a discussion  led by Mr. Butterly.  

 

he discussion was far from the average bible lecture. Mr. 

Butterly and his enthusiastic personality ensured that. Begin-

ning with a simple introduction the meeting gradually be-

came more serious. For example, Mr. Butterly shared his 

inspirational story to faith through his experiences of hard-

ship and triumph.  

 

Anyone looking for a new outlook on faith or even just a 

group to share with should come to the next Sunday youth 

mass or discussions on are October 23, November 13, and 

December 11. 

First School Mass: We Pray Together 

First 9-11 Tribute at IC 

News 

By: Luigi Loizzo 

 

September  11th, 2001 was not only a day that shook America, 

but also the rest of the world. Although it was a day of great 

loss and panic, it was also a day of great American union and 

true heroism of our citizens. On September 9th,2011, the ICHS 

community gathered in the Church to commemorate the men 

and women who lost their lives in the tragedy a decade ago.  

 

After the American flag was reverently brought in to the 
Church, Father Scott commenced off the ceremony with an 

inspirational speech explaining how life moved on after 9/11. 

He then explained that everyone, even from different parts of 

the world, was affected by the events of 9/11.  

 

Selected students came up and prayed for the deceased as 

well as those who risked their lives in order to save others. The 

school band played songs that included that National Anthem, 

and, towards the end of the ceremony, the choir sang òBring 

Us Peace.ó  

 

As the memorial ended, the student body and faculty pon-

dered how September 11thaffected them as well as those in 

their households and communities. No one will ever forget 

those who died and no one will forget the bravery and courage 

displayed by those who risked their lives on that fateful day. 

Special Spirituality: IC Teen Mass 

New Immaculate Conception Choir singing in the chapel. 

Jackson Faut leads the 9-11 ceremony procession proudly carrying 

the flag. 
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By: Krystian Seebert 

 

On September 25, 2011,  the One Small Voice Race took place, and benefitted 

children suffering from hydrocephalus, a condition that affects two in every 

thousand children. One IC grad is doing her part to raise awareness and find 

treatment for this terrible disease.  

 

After her son, Zach, had the misfortune of being born with this hydrocephalus, 

IC alumna Debbie Katzenbeck (nee Weltin ô86), resolved to make a difference.  

The òOne Small Voice Foundationó is now a leading force in the fight against 
hydrocephalus and Optic Nerve Hypoplasia.  

 

Mrs. Katzenbeck and her husband have found many ways to raise money for 

her foundation. Among these is the One Small Voice Race, which has been in 

existence for ten years.  

 

The race this year enjoyed a large turnout and sponsorship from partners such 

as: Powerade, WTMX, Dunkinõ Donuts, et al. Also helping out at the event was 

Our Ladyõs Chapter of the National Honors Society. While running such a large 

event might seem daunting, Ms. Katzenbeck is not afraid.  Said Katzenbeckò[I 

have to do this because] Zach is a fighter, and I have to fight for him.ó 

òOne Small Voiceó Speaks Loudly 

By: Luigi Loizzo 

 

On September 29th, 2011 the students of IC arrived to 

school in their pajamas in order to help the American Child-

hood Cancer Organization raise money for research. Stu-

dents were asked to bring a minimum donation of one dollar 

in order to receive the dress down day and help children in 

need.  Recently, a student from York, who had been diag-

nosed with cancer, wrote a letter to the schools located in 

Elmhurst so they would partake in the fundraiser.  
 

IC decided that this was an excellent way to raise cancer 

awareness while aiding those who are suffering from cancer. 

The pajama day fundraiser is one of the many ways to bene-

fit the children that the American Childhood Cancer Organi-

zation assists. Other methods include donating money as 

well as books.  

 

To find more information on how you can help, visit 

www.candlelighters.org. 

Pajamming for Kids with Cancer 
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Touching the Hearts of Others 

By: Genard Bell 

 

Demetrius Carr (Junior), Cody Baker (Junior), Sam Antes (Junior) 

and leader James Peachy (Senior) took it upon themselves to 

help Ms. Barbra Bennett move. Dr. Michael Calcagno also helped 

out on this 95 plus degree July afternoon in Schaumburg.  

 

Since Ms. Bennett unfortunately has a health problem, she was 

very grateful for the boysõ help for it saved her money, and the 

boys completed the task with eagerness and kindness. In return, 

she thanked the young men in a letter she later wrote, which par-

tially reads: òI was and I still am just so overwhelmed by their 

kindness. To help a complete stranger and not take, or expect 

anything in return - they just wanted to help.ó 
 

This letter and acts of kindness have touched the hearts of the IC 

community. In response to this act of kindness, Ms. Levar said, òI 

think the impact and the effect of the community is that young 

men and women understand the importance of giving back and 

helping the community. Also that giving service to others is a way 

of life.ó  

 

Why have these young men decided to do this? As Cody and 

James both agreed: òWe saw a chance to give back to the com-

munity and took it.ó As Ms. Levar said, the altruistic impact young 

IC men and women have on the community is vital. 

Zachary, the inspiration for the One 

Small Voice Foundation. 

NHS volunteers with Debbie Katzenbeck. 

Ainsley McGrath, Taysia Hernandez, and Genarra 

Bell show their support for the cause. 

Seniors rally for the pajamming cause. 

Football players and coaches pose with Ms. Bennett. 



By: Luigi Loizzo 

 

While 8th grade students from around the area contemplate on where 

to go to high school, Mrs. Thomas and the Knight Ambassadors are 

hard at work to explain to  these students what ICHS is all about. With 

òrecruitment seasonó in full effect and the ICHS Open House ap-

proaching, we sat down with Mrs. Thomas and discussed her plans for 

the year. 

 

Q: How is recruiting going so far? 
A: Itõs great! Our theme for this year is òIgnite the Light,ó and I love it. 

During our first week recruiting, we have already visited seven 

schools! 

 

Q: What new ideas or methods are you using this year? 

A: Every year, we change our recruitment presentation. This year, we 

have had an outside company produce a two minute video. This video 

will be loaded onto a USB (with the IC logo on it) which will be given to 

the seventh and eighth graders when we visit their schools. Weõve also 

put the athletic schedule on magnets. 

 

Q: Mrs. Ford, the newest member to the recruitment team, is doing a 

great job. What does she bring to the team this year? 

A: As an ICHS graduate, Mrs. Ford has great passion and love for our 

high school. In addition, Mrs. Ford has a marketing background and is 

very creative. Lastly, she is a great writer and has excellent organiza-

tional skills. 

 

Q: How are the Knight Ambassadors preparing for the Open House? 

A: As usual, Knight Ambassadors will play a very important part at our 

open houses as tour guides, greeters, and representatives of clubs or 

sports. 

Knight Ambassadors 

By: Luigi Loizzo 

 

Many great changes and improvements are happening here 

at IC. For example, the ICHS community is setting into mo-

tion a slew of improvements known as the òICHS Planning 

Process.ó These changes will not only positively affect the 

students and families of ICHS in extracurricular activities 

and sports, but will also aid students in the classroom as 

well as update the facilities. 

 
Our principal, Ms. Levar, was recently interviewed about the 

new Planning Process and how and when it will start affect-

ing our school community. The Strategic Initiative was in-

spired by the seventy-fifth anniversary of ICHS. It will occur 

over a period of five years that will elevate our school to new 

heights. The project is a new fundraising campaign that is 

governed by the  ICHS Board of Trustees. So far, they have 

been doing a exceptionally well job to make sure that these 

plans are carried through. 

 

A kickoff to this planning process was recently held at the 

Gilette household, and it was a huge success. When asked 

about how the kickoff went, Ms. Levar said, òThe Gilettes 

graciously invited us into their home for the first step in 

ICHSõs new vision. It was a great accomplishment, and we 

are looking forward to what else this project has in store.ó  

 

Changes are even being seen this year, with the new PLC 

activity day schedule as a prime example. Along with that, 

transformations will be seen in the classroom as well as in 

our sports programs, such as football and volleyball.  

 

This is a very exciting step into elevating the prestige of 

ICHS. 

Strategic Initiative Promotes  

Dynamic Change 

News 

By: Abbey Jazweic 

 

The one day of the school year when the students sit at home 

while their parents go to school is òBack to School Nightó which 

took place on September 13, 2011. The event began at 7:00 

P.M. and went until 9:00 P.M. The purpose of òBack to School 

Nightó was to show parents of Immaculate Conception High 

School what a regular school day is like for their children. The 

idea is that the parents follow their childõs schedule and attend 

their childõs classes, giving them a small taste of school life. Par-

ents run an abridged version of their childõs schedule. In lieu of a 

lunch and study hall period, parentõs gathered in the cafeteria 

where the ICHS Parents Club provided light refreshments. 

     
In turn, they got to meet and interact with the other parents and 

teachers. òBack to School Nightó provides a solid opportunity for 

ICHS to present to its parents its motivated and educated teach-

ers and faculty members. Each teacher created a presentation 

explaining the classroom procedures and expectations. 

 

The event is organized by the entire faculty and Administration. 

Ms. Levar, ICHSõs principal, sends out a letter to all the parents 

inviting them to attend. After the class visits, the parents are free 

to congregate in the Cafeteria. To sum up the events of this 

meaningful evening, secretaries Mrs. Polzin and Mrs. Madsen 

concurred: òIt was a big success, and there was a greater atten-

dance this year.ó When asked, the schoolõs Principal Ms. Levar 

complemented these remarks when she stated: òThe faculty was 

wonderful. There was a greater attendance from parents. It was a 

great success.ó òBack to School Night wasó educational for every-

one. 
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Back to School Night 
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When IC First Started 

By: Kimmy Martino 

 

1936 produced many important advancements in all as-

pects of society. Carl Anderson, a physicist, discovered the 

anti-electron and won the Nobel Prize. The first electron 

tube to enable night vision was described in St Louis, Min-

nesota. The first radioactive substance produced syntheti-

cally (radium E) was also discovered in 1936. The book 

Graph Theory, published by Norman Biggs, elucidated the 

foundations and explanations of the study of graphs. 
 

John Steinbeck wrote Of Mice and Mice, and Thornton 

Wilder wrote the play Our Town. The musical Anything 

Goes starring Bing Crosby and Ethel Merman and the 

novel Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell were also 

notable artistic achievements. 

 

The Berlin Olympics included a gold medal win for the U.S. 

Menõs Basketball Team and six world records for speed-

ster Jesse Owens. Also that year the Baseball Hall of Fame 

elected Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth, Honus Wagner, Christy 

Mathewson, and Walter Johnson as its first inductees. 

 

The world's first superhero, The Phantom, made his ap-

pearance in comics, as well. Lastly, Pope Pius XI published 

an encyclical to U.S. bishops called òOn Motion Pictures.ó  

 

It is amazing! These important advancements contribute to 

the understanding of our school community then and to-

day.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graph_(mathematics)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thorton_Wilder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thorton_Wilder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Town


 

By: Kellyanne Remy 

 

This year, all three levels of volleyball are doing very well.  The 

freshmen record is 4-1, JV 5-0, and Varsity 12-6. On the JV and 

freshmen levels, there are new faces, new talent, and newfound 

energy. 

 

Similarly, there were some changes in the coaching staff with the 

addition of Margaret Napleton and Karen Russ.  Coach Russ said, 

òItõs a lot of fun to be back at the school I played at.  It feels like 
home, and the girls are like my second family.  Theyõre great.ó In 

addition, Coach Shin is also very proud of the success that her JV 

team is having. 

 

Also new this year is the Volleyball Facebook page that posts up-

dates about games, tournaments, and other information about 

the program. 

 

Another great accomplishment 

of the team is Mrs. Fieldõs 

800 th win.  Early this season, 

the Varsity team helped her 

achieve this milestone with a 

victory in the Timothy Christian-

-Westmont Tournament.  This 

yearõs varsity team is made up 

of thirteen girls who have a lot 

of overall talent and expertise.  

òWeõre a work in progress,ó 

says Mrs. Field, òWeõve had our 

ups and downs.  How we deal 

with them is going to help 

make us a better team in the 

long run.ó The team, Coach 

Field, and Coach DõAmore all 

have high hopes for this yearõs 

team: conference title, top 

placement in the tournaments, 

and a long-lasting playoff run. 
 

So far, the Varsity team has 

placed first in the Timothy--Westmont Tournament and fourth in 

the Saint Viator Tournament.  There are two more tournaments 

and a second half of conference play to finish out the season.  

Senior Night is Thursday, October 13th.  Fan support for that night 

would be truly appreciated. 

Football 

Sports 

By: Dan Vatch 

 

I recently sat down with one of the 

newest additions to the IC family, 

Matt DõAngelo. He is a graduate of 

Elmhurst College where he played 

football and ran track for four 

years. He is currently teaching 

freshman World History, coaching 

football, and will coach track and 
field in the spring. 

 

Q: Where did you grow up and play 

your high school football? 

A: I grew up in McHenry, Illinois, 

went to McHenry East High School 

and played football there for four 

years. 

 

Q: Who were your favorite players 

growing up? 

A: I would say one of them, just be-

cause Iõm a Chicagoan, Walter 

Payton, and also some of the guys 

that were on the [Kansas City] 

Chiefs. My dad used to like the 

Chiefs. A guy by the name of Ed 

Podolack was his favorite player, so 

we always used to talk about him and watching him when I was 

younger. I kind of like the Chiefs, but Walter Payton was probably 

my favorite player. 

 

Q: What was your college football experience like? 

A: I would have missed a lot in life if I did not play college football. 

Playing my four years at Elmhurst, I learned a lot of valuable les-

sons including hard work, and the way to commit to something 

fully and see a reward come out of it, just see the light at the end 

of the tunnel at the end of the four years. It was a lot of hard 

work, a lot of time, but it definitely taught me a lot of essential life 
lessons. 

 

Q: What made you want to get into coaching and teaching? 

A: I think throughout my life so many teachers and so many 

coaches have done a lot for me; I know how much they impacted 

me. My college coaches in my senior year, some of my high 

school teachers, and also one of my college professors impacted 

me, challenged me, showed that they cared for me, so passing 

that on to my players and students that I will meet throughout my 

life was one of the major draws that got me into it. I knew I 

wanted sports somehow involved in my life, and I knew there was 

probably a 99.9% chance I wasnõt going to the NFL. So I think 

thatõs what drew me into it. 

 

Q: What are your future plans at IC? 

A:  I hope to be here as long as I can, help out with football and 

track as long as I can, and positively impact as many of my stu-

dents as I can. 

Volleyball 

James Peachey makes  key inter-

cept against ACC. 

Kellyanne Remy  blocking against 

Saint  Edward. 
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Proud of our Knights Football Team 


